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The Plant Kingdom

renders the forest an object of great beauty. In summer the
foliage predominates and flowers are scarce. In autumn, before
the trees shed their foliage, the leaves of many of them change
from green to brilliant shades of red, yellow, and brown, -and
again the forest is strikingly beautiful. As the brightly colored
leaves fall, the forest enters the period of winter rest.

Coniferous forests.
The evergreen coniferous
trees of the north tem-
perate zone are adapted
to withstand the desic-
cating effects of winter
by having xerophytic
needlelike or scalelike
leaves (Figs. 991, 996).
The xerophytic structure
of the leaves enables the
trees to retain their foli-
age throughout the win-
ter, the leaves of most
species remaining on the
trees for a number of
years. The retention of
the foliage throughout
the year has the advan-
tage that the leaves can
carry on photosynthesis
whenever conditions are
favorable, and the same
leaves can function for
several seasons.

Undergrowth is usu-
ally less dense in a well-developed temperate-zone coniferous
forest than in a deciduous one. This' is due in part to the fact
that in the coniferous forests there is no season during which the
undergrowth is not shaded by the foliage of the trees, and in part
to the fact that a carpet of slowly decaying, dry, resinous-leaves
hinders the establishment of seedlings.

Fie. 258.  Leafless condition of a deciduous
forest in the nortbeastern part of the United
States